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Courtney Bosch is the 

daughter of Jim and Lisa Bosch. 
And the granddaughter of Walt 
and Muriel Cramer. She is the 
oldest of three daughters. 
Courtney is graduating from 
Kalamazoo Christian High. 
She will be working this sum- 
mer and plans to attend Spring 
Arbor College in the fall. Her 
major will be in Social Work. 

Courtney has been very 
involved at school. She was on 
the track team for 3 years. 
She played on the volleyball 
team freshman year. She has 
been on the Spiritual Life com- 
mittee for 3 years. She is on 
the bowling team. (Her team 
took 8th place in the State this 
year.) Way to go Courtney. 

Courtney's favorite memo- 
ries of High School have been 
the Homecoming weeks. This 
year she said was especially 
great. The Senior class really 
bonded working on the float 
for the week. 

Courtney's favorite memo- 
ries of YPS have been attend- 
ing conventions and especially 
camping in Kentucky this past 
summer. I wonder if she liked 
camping so much because of 
the sleeping down hill or the 
trip to the KFC museum for 
lunch. Ask her about the 
stuffed animal and what the 
boys did to it. It was not a 
pretty picture. One of my 
favorite memories of Courtney 
was when she flew (that would 
be on a airplane, just thought I 
should clarify that one) for 
the first time. The youth 
group flew to her first con- 
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vention and she had never 
flown before. The first flight 
she sat between Will and I. 
By the time we flew home she 
had it all down pat. Courtney 
has been a great joy to have in 
youth group. She is always 
willing to help anyway she can. 
She is a strong spiritual leader 
to the others in the group. 
She even handled the endless 
teasing when she was a fresh- 
man. We are all going to miss 
her very much. 

Courtney's advice to upcom- 
ing freshman is: Don't let peo- 
ple treat you as less of a per- 
son because you are a fresh- 
man. Be yourself and don't 
push yourself to be liked. 

God Bless you Courtney as 
you start a new chapter in 
your life. 



Courtney Kersten is the 

daughter of Mike and Dawn 
Kersten. She is also the grand- 
daughter of Wanda Schaap. 
She is the oldest of two daugh- 
ters. Courtney is graduating 
from Comstock High School. 
She plans on babysitting two 
days a week this summer. She 
is also looking for another part 
time job. She will attend 
KVCC this fall for two years 
and then transfer to WMU. 
Her major will be Occupa- 
tional Therapy. 

Courtney has also been very 
involved at school. She was on 
the Basket Ball team for 2 
years. She was on the volley- 
ball team for 4 years. She is on 
Student Government and the 
year book club. 



Courtney says her favorite 
memory of High School was 
the prom. She shared with me 
that she likes to say Hi to her 
cousin Josh. Whose response 
is that famous smile of his. 
Courtney will have to pass that 
duty on to her sister Lauren. 
We wouldn't want Josh to lose 
his smile. 

Courtney's advice to upcom- 
ing freshman is: School is way 
more important than partying. 
Make sure to do all your 
school work and stay on track. 
Courtney's advice should ad- 
here to all of us. Stay on track, 
work hard and don't waste 
time with the partying. (Well I 
guess Birthday parties are okay 
aren't they Courtney?) Court- 
ney, maybe your Mom and 
Mrs. Bosch should have coffee 
in the fall. Both of them have 
their first born going to col- 
lege. Take it from this mom, 
those first few days are rough 
when your daughter leaves 
home. 

God bless you Courtney as 
you also start a new chapter in 
your life. 



Amy Mort is the daughter 
of Mike and Margaret Harris 
and Mark Mort. Amy is the 
youngest sibling of three. 
Amy is graduating from Com- 
stock High School. Amy hopes 
to find a job for the summer. 
In the fall she will be attending 
Ferris State University. Her 
major is Physical Therapy. 
(Maybe the three graduates 
could work together to 
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socially, occupationally, and physically 
theraprise all of us when they are 
done with college) Okay that was 
pretty bad on this authors part wasn't 
it? 

Amy has been very involved at 
school also. She played basketball for 
4 years. She ran cross country for 2 
years. She was on the track team for 
2 years. 

Amy's favorite memories of High 
School are attending sporting events. 
She especially liked the football games. 
She also enjoyed just hanging with her 
friends. 

Amy is getting a really cool gradua- 
tion gift. Her Mom and Mike are get- 
ting married. And she is just thrilled. 
That is so cool Amy. 

Amy's advice to upcoming freshman 
is: Stayed focused but remember to 
have some fun too. Amy maybe your 
Mom could have coffee with Mrs. 
Bosch and Mrs. Kersten and let them 
know all about having your first 
daughter go off to college. She's been 
through this before. Oh wait I forgot 
you're the baby. That is a whole other 
story. 



THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR BEN 



As we experience the beauty of spring, it is right for us to not move too quickly away from thinking of Easter. Of 
course, we are always reminded to keep the resurrection in our minds because we always come together on the first 
day of the week, Sunday. But it is also easy to forget the overwhelming transformation that the resurrection of Jesus 
brings to the world and to our lives. To help us remember and to keep Jesus front and center, I thought I'd include the 
third of my three reflections that I presented on Easter evening. This reflection was based on John 19.41-20.18. 1 
opened with a reflection on Genesis 2.8-9, 15-17 and followed that with a reflection on Ecclesiastes 2.1-1 1. All three 
were put together around the theme of gardens. If you would like a copy of the other two, let me know and I can get 
them to you. I pray that with this, you are reminded again of the powerful reality that is the resurrection in each of our 
lives. 

Pastor Ben 

The garden - an image of abounding life - of paradise - of walking with the living God. Jesus was buried in 
a garden. More importantly, it was in a garden that Jesus was raised. In the midst of blooms burgeoning, of 
buds popping, of colors bursting, and of life exploding - Jesus emerges. A new day emerges as Jesus 
emerges. What a beautiful image to consider, and one full of meaning for these early witnesses to unpack. 

G. K. Chesterton writes, "In varying ways the disciples realized the new wonder; but even they hardly real- 
ized that the world had died in the night. What they were looking at was the first day of a new creation, with 
a new heaven and a new earth; and in a semblance of the gardener God walked again in the garden, in the 
cool not of the evening but the dawn. " 

God walking in the garden at dawn - the dawn of a new day. Isn 't it wonderful that Mary thought Jesus the 
gardener? The Redeemer walking amidst the very garden that was made through him. At this moment, this 
garden was paradise, for God was there in the glorified and resurrected form of the Son of God. The wit- 
nesses of a new humanity, Mary, Peter, and the rest walked with God as Adam did so long ago. 

There 's a beautiful image in the book, The Shack, of a garden. The Holy Spirit brings Mack, the main char- 
acter with deep scars of anger and pain, to a beautiful garden filled with color, though chaotic. It is a garden 
in process - as all gardens are. They begin working on it, cultivating it, weeding it, and moving plants. As 
they work, it is slowly ordered. It is a place of beauty. As Mack comes to find out - the garden is a symbol of 
his soul. With the Holy Spirit's guidance and power, his soul is healed and ordered. It is now a place of 
renewed life. 

Maybe Mary wasn 't too confused. While it was Jesus before her - it was also the gardener. It was the grand 
gardener, who had so long ago planted that garden in the east, in Eden. 

His garden plan now is more ambitious than simply one in the east though. It encompasses the whole 
creation and even our individual souls. 

He 's the God of life, the grand gardener, the one blossoming flowers, bursting tombstones, and recreating 
each and every one of us so that we might have life. 

All glory be to our the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Amen. 



SEE WHAT'S NEW IN THE LIBRARY! 



May brings us flowers, sunshine, and .... Mothers' Day! So, traditionally, we like to feature books that 
will particularly appeal to the ladies. Or\ our library cart, look for some familiar favorites, as well as the 
following new books: 
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Her Mothers Hope by Francine Rivers- This well-loved author has just come out with a 
wonderful new novel that explores the complicated mother-daughter relationship and the 
I role it plays in shaping future generations of women. Spanning the years from the turn of 
M^jthe 20 th century through World War II, and moving from England to the Canadian wilder- 
ness to the Central Valley of California, this is an unforgettable story! Highly recom- 
mended by Aunt Jeanne, an avid and most discerning reader! 



Heartstrings of Laughter <& Love -A Tribute to Mothers- A beautiful collection of poems, vignettes, 
pictures & recipes that showcase the uniqueness of each woman and mother. If you are a mother or 
ever had one, you'll enjoy this book immensely. 



Have a New Husband by Friday by Dr. Kevin Leman - What woman doesn't have one or two 
(or a hundred) things she'd like change - or at least "tweak" about her husband? Read how 
to change his attitude, behavior and communication in 5 days - sounds too good to be true? 
It's not easy, but it is simple, according to the book jacket! We also have other books by 
Dr. Leman that are very helpful, such as The Birth Order Book , and Making Children Mind 
Without Losing Yours. 



Have a 
Husband 

Attitude 

Behaviors, 

Communication in 5 Days 

Dr. Kevin Leman 



And we have new continuations of some popular series: 

Take Three by Karen Kingsbury - Book 3 of the "Above the Line" series. 
The Telling by Beverly Lewis- Book 3 of the "Seasons of Grace" series, 
(check the library for the first two books of each) 






*************************************************************** 



AND KIDS - WE DIDN'T FORGET YOU! Check out our new 6-DVD set of 
the first season of "Little House on the Prairie" - a classic that will newer 
go out of style! 



4 Ways to Extend a Hand 

Jenny was new at school. Everything was unfamiliar to her. Worst of all, she had a nagging 
feeling she didn't fit in. Everyone else was connected. The tables were full at lunch time with no 
room for her. Conversations carried on without her about events she hadn't been invited to. She 
was on the periphery of life. She had a deep need to feel like she belonged, and the security that 
comes with it, but it eluded her. 

Others had seen the new girl. They didn't find her unlikeable, they just didn't need her. Their 
lives carried on just fine whether she sat at their lunch table or not. Conversations didn't need to 
include her since their lives were so full anyway. They could have asked her to join in, and the 
thought had occurred to them, but, well. ..maybe next time. They did smile at her in the hall. That 
had to be worth something. 

Aaron and his family were the new people at church. Everything was un- 

familiar to them. Everyone else seemed to be connected. People would smile 
at them and maybe shake their hands but then went on to conversations with 
others, making plans with people they knew better. Aaron and his family were 
on the periphery of church life. Their need to feel like they belonged was lack- 
ing. 

Others had seen the new family. It wasn't that they hadn't noticed them; 
they just hadn't gotten around to getting to know them yet. There was always 
next week when the "perfect circumstance" was sure to happen. But, mean- 
while, they needed to catch up with people they hadn't talked to since last 
week. They did flash a warm smile at the visitors before they headed out the 
door. That had to be worth something. 
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What is it that visitors are looking for? They have come here with the unspoken ques- 
tion "How can this church meet our needs?" It is our duty and privilege as ambassadors of Christ, to 
make an extra effort to make visitors feel welcome -welcome enough that they will return - and 
eventually get connected. Only then will we be able to meet their deeper needs. As pastor Ben 
asked in the Adult Sunday School Class "How can we love our neighbors if we don't know or care 
who they are?" 

The First Impression Team has a challenge for you. 

1. We would like you to try "The 5 minute Rule". For five minutes before or after the service, 
seek out someone to talk to that you don't know or you don't normally talk to. 

2. Think of how you can connect with them this week. Can they join you during the week for 
coffee? Maybe they would have fun joining you at the bowling alley. 

3. Take time to notice others around you. Who is sitting alone in the Fellowship hall? Who is 
standing alone in the back of church? 

4. Give the gift of listening. Care enough to ask about their week and share their burdens. 

Churches are not filled with perfect people. We all need to improve in this area. Be open to how the 
Holy Spirit may want to use you in making this church a welcoming place, not just on the surface 
with a smile, but in a deeper more meaningful way helping to make connections. 



Whatever It Takes/ Judy Joling 



At the beginning of the year, the Evangelism Team was assigned a task by Council: find a 
new direction for the funds that had previously gone to Dave and Jan Dykgraaf. Members 
of the Evangelism Team discussed finding a local program, perhaps right here in Corn- 
stock, and we also made contact with Dave and Jan Dykgraaf to see if they had any rec- 
ommendations for other missionaries we might financially support. 

We decided to look at Youth for Christ and invited Mr. Steve Newland to one of our meet- 
ings to tell us about his work in the Comstock Schools. In the meantime, we also had a 
referral from the Dykgraafs about another missionary couple in Africa. As a team, we de- 
cided to direct a portion of the money to Youth for Christ and a portion to Matthew and 
Laura Lanser. 



Recently, we were notified by Matthew and Laura Lanser that they are unable to accept 
any more financial support at this time. For the time being, we have funds going to Youth 
for Christ, and we are holding in reserve the other portion, believing that when opportunity 
presents itself, we will be ready. 

On Easter Sunday morning, the congregation had an opportunity to see a video that high- 
lighted Steve Newland and the work that is being done in Comstock by Youth for Christ 
On April 20 th , Esther Brower, Pastor Ben, and I attended a Youth for Christ Breakfast event 
at the Radisson Hotel - with about 400 other people. This was an opportunity to learn 
more about this organization and the impact it is having on kids in our area. Youth for 
Christ's mission - to do whatever it takes to reach kids for Jesus - is not only being played 
out on school campuses, but at the Kalamazoo County Juvenile Facility, Lakeside Acad- 
emy, and the Michigan Youth Challenge Academy in Battle Creek. These are often places 
of last resort for troubled kids. Youth for Christ is going in, armed with the message of 
God's love, and rescuing as many as they can. 

The Evangelism Team has also spent time working on our mission statement, goals, and 
strategies to meet our goals. We have a great desire to expand the current programs of 
providing meals at River Manor, delivering cookies to a veterans' home, and placing The 
Banner at the Comstock Library. We have ideas for more ways to introduce our commu- 
nity of faith to our neighbors and to let our lights shine brightly, aspiring to not only tell- 
ing the story - but being t he story. We also recognize that we have a wonderful facility and 
hope to find more opportunities to use it to benefit the community. With this in mind, the 
Evangelism Team will host a Blood Drive in our Fellowship Hall on Monday, June 28 th . 

The Evangelism Team is chaired by Jim Bosch. Other members include Roger Selles, Ken 
Smit, Joanne Dusseljee, Pete Den Hartigh, Mary Lee Gosnell, Esther Brower, Rod Linders, 
and Walt Cramer. We would welcome any suggestions, ideas, or willing workers - espe- 
cially if you are prepared to do whatever it takes. 



Taste and See that God is Good. 



A few weeks ago, in early April, Pete Den Hartigh led the evening song service. Pete likes to add a bit of nar- 
rative when introducing his carefully selected songs. While giving the pertinent information of song title and 
page number, Pete rather casually mentioned that more than 65 years ago he had a period of confinement in a 
concentration camp during World War II. This is Pete's story: 

Peter Den Hartigh was born on September 10, 1924, in the Netherlands; specifically, in the province of Noord 
Holland, in the village known as Broek op Langedijk. Peter was one of six children - the second child, but first 
son. His father, a house painter, put Pete to work at age 13 when Pete's formal education ended after the 6 th 
grade. Pete recalls going to work with his father, and because children could not legally work until age 14, 
(except perhaps on a family farm) Pete was relegated to painting the back sides of the houses to avoid being 
seen if a policeman should happen to come by. Pete was just a Dutch kid growing up - as all boys do. The 
Second World War would change everything. 

In May of 1940, the Netherlands was invaded by Nazi Germany. A five day invasion resulted in five years of 
German occupation. During this time, young men of military age, 18-25, were required by the Germans to be 
"registered." Pete did not comply. The non-compliant, or Dutch Resistance as it was known, operated under 
the radar; small militia groups intent on hindering the German efforts. Pete smuggled guns for the Resistance 
effort. 

While maneuvering a horse drawn cart filled with potatoes through a German check-point, he escaped arrest 
when he was stopped by German officials who proceeded to pull back the tarp covering his potatoes. They saw 
only potatoes. The guns under the potatoes remained undetected. 

In January of 1943, Pete was working on a farm, sick with pleurisy, and living in a room attached to his em- 
ployer's farmhouse. During the night he heard Dutch policemen (paid by Germans) come to the house. Pete 
was spotted and was asked his age. After demanding to see his identification, he was told to get dressed and 
go with them. Pete spent five days in jail. His family got word of his arrest and an uncle managed to get a Bi- 
ble to him before he was transported by train with six others to Camp Amersfoort. Pete and the others had 
sticks placed inside their pant legs and were tied to each other with chains. Amersfoort was a 
"Schulzhaflager", a prison camp - a work camp. As a forced laborer for the Germans, Pete was assigned to 
work at the airport for a period of time - an assignment that allowed access to extra food, when for most, food 
was very, very scarce. Pete was beaten, witnessed others being shot to death, and had no contact with his fam- 
ily. Pete's Bible was in great demand - in fact, it was passed around so much that he never really had much of 
an opportunity to read it. Conditions at Amersfoort might have been much worse had it not been for the inter- 
vention of the Red Cross. Pete, who had been sick with pleurisy, was advised to tell the prison doctor that he 
had tuberculosis. 



By his own admission, as a young guy, Pete had not been at all interested in church, or pursuing a life centered 
on his religious up-bringing. But, his experiences were beginning to change all that. What is your only com- 
fort in life and in death? The answer was becoming crystal clear. On a Sunday night, with bad weather brew- 
ing, Pete's number, 4491, was called and he was summoned up front. The prison doctor had Pete's chart in his 
hands and "confirmed" that Pete had tuberculosis. Pete could see the markings of red ink on his chart and was 
told he would be released in three weeks. 



Taste and See That God is Good . . . (cont) 

Although he had no idea why he was being released, Pete left Amersfoort in April. Four months after arriving 
at Amersfoort by train, he was again placed on a train heading for home. To his amazement, he found his sis- 
ter was on the same train. And upon his arrival at home, Pete learned the whole town had been praying for his 
safe return. The German occupation of the Netherlands ended in 1945. Europe was in chaos and an opportu- 
nity to immigrate to the United States was essentially a golden ticket. 

For some time, Pete went back to painting houses with his father until he spotted an ad in a newspaper seeking 
someone to work on a dairy farm in the United States. Thinking it would likely be a temporary situation, Pete 
arranged to travel to the United States and boarded a cargo ship, sponsored by the owner of a dairy farm in 
Stevensville, Maryland. The year was 1947. Pete had a new job on a diary farm, a new life emerging in Amer- 
ica, but did not speak a word of English. He was elated to discover the cows were able to understand Dutch. 

Back in the Netherlands, Pete had known a young lady named Jacoba Asma. The dairy farmer who employed 
Pete was also looking for a housekeeper. So, it came to pass, that Jacoba (Coby) made her way to Maryland. 
Pete and Coby were married, and their first son, John, was born in Maryland. 

Clusters of Dutch immigrants gravitated to various areas in the United States. Pete and Coby began to hear of 
friends going to Kalamazoo, Michigan and decided to move there as well. Pete's first job in Kalamazoo was 
as a bottle washer for Cool Farm Dairy. As his English improved, he moved to driving a truck and delivering 
milk to various stores in Schoolcraft, Vicksburg, and Three Rivers. Pete and Coby had three more children. 
After working for Cool Farm Dairy, Pete became a "Colonial Bread Man," selling bread and pastries door-to- 
door. Eventually, Pete worked for Oven Fresh Bakery, driving a truck and delivering products to various 
stores. He retired from Oven Fresh and admits to occasionally still feeling the need to straighten the shelves of 
bread at the Hardings in Galesburg where he shops. Coby passed away in 2001 . Today Pete stays busy 
growing tulips, hyacinths, and daffodils at Den Hartigh's Greenhouse on Market Street. He also directs some 
of his time to the areas of recruitment and transportation. Pete enjoys recruiting neighborhood kids to attend 
GEMS and Cadets and happily transports them to and from church on meeting nights. Pete currently serves on 
the Evangelism Team as well. 

Time has not erased Pete's memories of the war and his confinement in the work camp. He easily replays the 
events in his mind. The gift of hindsight enables Pete to see just how marvelously God's hand sustained him 
and how a multitude of sometimes seemingly small events worked together for good. Time has not eased the 
loneliness that results from loosing his wife of more than 50 years. He says going home to an empty house is 
the most difficult part of his day. Life is not without worries and concerns. But, the gift of a long life, more 
than 85 years, allows him to look back and give testimony to God's faithfulness throughout his life. Pete can 
count his blessings, name them one by one, and see, ever so clearly, how God has worked in his life. Provi- 
dence has great meaning to Pete. 

Recently, in adult Sunday School, Pastor Ben asked the class to list what 10 things we thought were most im- 
portant to pass along about the Christian faith. Pete's answer: Taste and see that God is good. 

J. Joling 

May, 2010 



FIRST IMPRESSIONS LAST 

Whether we like it or not, first impressions matter - they are usually lasting impressions. 
When people visit our church, we want their first impression to be positive and pleasant. We want 
them to feel valued, we want them to have a wonderful experience, and we want them to come 
back. 

One of the many ways we present a good first impression is having Greeters outside each 
door, offering a friendly smile and warm welcome to all who approach. Our current Greeters have 
done a marvelous job over the years. But they are being called upon more frequently as our list 
dwindles due to age, infirmity, moving, council membership, etc. WE NEED MORE GREETERS! Par- 
ticularly during the summer months! Won't you please prayerfully consider this ministry and per- 
haps be ready to help out when Thea McNeilage gives you a call later this month? Or better yet, 
talk to her about it sooner. Thank you! 

(This same article ran a year or so ago - but the need is current as ever! Please, please 

consider helping out!!) 




*^<z 



■-,... 



This is My Father's World- Photo's wanted! 

Our theme is "This is My Father's World" and since our 
world belongs to God, this is wide open to interpretation.We 
would like to display your photo's on our walls.These can be 
nature photo's, candid photo's of special people in your life or 
vacation photos.They may be in color or 
black and white and any size. Please 
leave them in the Gathering Room by 

May 7. 



* 
* 



They must be framed, in a frame that you supply 
Include the name of the photographer or subject 

Creatively name your Photo. 

If you have any questions, ask Julie S. or Esther B. 





House Keeping Notes 

*The Building team is looking for painters to do some painting in our 
church building. Let Tom T. know if this is a way you could serve at church. 

* We have a new sink in the kitchen. Please do not toss silverware 
into the sink for washing without using the sink protector.This will help 
keep the sink from getting scratched. 

* There is a Suggestion Box on the table in back of church.You 
place your suggestions there if you have a comment in reference to clean- 
ng or maintenance that needs to be done. If you think we will need to fol- 
low up with you to clarify the need, please sign it.This will be in place for 
a few weeks and then put out again periodically. 

Thanks, the Building Team 

(Maintaining our church so we can build God's kingdom) 



Council notes from April 

The Council met on April 13 to discuss various matters and to pray for the needs of the church. Here are some 
highlights. 

1 . As we are currently short one elder, we began discussing how to address this for the next nomination 
cycle. Please be in prayer as the council seeks wisdom in how to approach this important matter to the 
health and vitality of our church. 

2. We praise God that the Fellowship Team has two new members, Chris Selles and Karen Tiesman. We 
look forward to see how God uses their gifts for his glory! 

3. We received a letter from Eleanor Meints announcing her retirement from the Kitchen Committee after 
many years of service. The Council thanks her for her dedicated years of service. 

4. We were reminded that our church will host a workshop for the Classis Kalamazoo Safe Church Team 
on Wednesday, May 12. This team oversees the development and administration of Safe Church 
teams within individual churches that seek to respond to and prevent instances of abuse. Classis Kala 
mazoo is the regional grouping of Christian Reformed churches. 

5. We discussed a proposal for the revision of the Form of Subscription that all office bearers in our 
denomination sign to show their commitment to their office. The revision will be discussed at our 
denomination- wide meeting, called synod, in the summer of 201 1. We were pleased by the revision. 




A Seed is Sown 



Recently when going to the 
Cracker Barrel in 
Oshtemo, I was met by a 
clerk as I entered the 
restaurant. She asked if I 
was Eleanor Meints from 
the Comstock Chr. Ref. Church. 
When I said I was that person she 
revealed who she was. Here name is 
Kathy Blevins who came to Coffee Break years ago 
when I was the leader. She brought along her 4 year old 
boy who went to Story Hour. At that time Joanne Smit 
taught the Story Hour. In the spring at the end of the 
season we always had a big breakfast all together. After 
eating the boys and girls sang for us and showed what 
they had learned. Kathy's little boy stood up and sang 
"Jesus Loves Me" all the way through without any hesi- 
tation. We were all so very happy. 

Well the seed sown in that little boy's heart began to 
grow. Today he is a minister and has a church in the 
south, as I remember she said Kentucky. 

Praise the Lord! 




The Education Team is 
looking for some exciting 
ideas for midweek sum- 
mer events. Let's not let 
our church look like a ghost 
town in the summer months! 
See an Education Team member with 

your ideas. 



Neil Karsten is graduat- 
ing from Calvin College 
with an Education Major 
and has accepted a job at a 
Christian school in Wash- 
ington, teaching Science. 

College Graduates Leah Brower is graduat- 
ing in May with a Masters 
Degree in Speech Pathology and is seeking 

employment in that field. 

Congratulations to both of you. May 
God bless you as you begin this part of 
your lives. 




This article comes from July 1983, It is interesting to see how God uses children to spread His word and to 
watch the children grow to be men who lead our church. Submitted by Eleanor Meints 



Mark Smit wrote a poem as part of competition connected with a Children's 
Rally sponsored by the Women's Missionary Union. lie has caught the spirit 
we need to learn to REJOICE in giving in Christ's Name. Thanks, Mark! 

Diaconal can give a lot of things, 

from toasters to roasters, from beds to breads. 
From books to hooks, from chairs to wares, 

from hoses to roses, from floors to doors. 
From money to honey, from mugs to rugs, 

from lights to kites, from milk to silk. 
But the thing that they give most of all 

You can't find in a store or buy at the Mall. 
For this they need help from you and from me; 

The gift that we give is easy to see; 
It's given to us so full and all free! 

The answer is love that comes from above! 
God is caring, so we should be sharing 

His love with others to show we are brothers. 





Something about the 
Ascension of Christ 



A pastor nearing retirement realized that he has 
probably preached 5,000 times or more, but had only 
preached once on the Ascension of Christ. He began 
to regret that he hadn't helped his listeners under- 
stand the significance of the Ascension more often. 

After all, he contemplated, not only is the story told 
in detail in the first chapter of Acts, but it's referred to 
in the Gospels of Mark and Luke, as well as in the First 
Epistle of Fteter. Furthermore, it's in the Apostles' 
Creed: "He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the 
ri^it hand of God the Father Almi^ity. . . " 

The pastor began to prepare a sermon focusing on 
the Ascension. He started with the story of Jfesus' be- 
ing lifted up and disappearing into heaven. Jfesus' 
friends who witnessed the event were left standing, 
opened-mouthed, looking skyward. St. Luke, who 
wrote the most about this story, tells of two men in 
white robes who appeared and said, "Men of Galilee, 
why do you stand looking up toward heaven? (Acts 
1:11NRa/). 

To the pastor it seemed asthou^i the messengers 
of heaven were saying, "Christ has risen from the 
dead. Christ has ascended in heaven. Sop gawking and 
go tell this ^orious good news to everyone!" 

That is an order the Church needs to remember 
always. 



A mother's example 

When I think of my mom, especially on Mother's Day, I 
recall a scene I witnessed many times during my childhood. 

Late at night, just before bedtime, my mother would sit 
in a rocking chair in the darkness with her head bowed in 
prayer. When it was nippy, the glow from the space heater 
revealed a lovely scene that fascinated me. 

My bed wasn't far away, and just before I fell asleep I 
often saw my mother praying. Her face was beautiful and 
aglow. She radiated holiness and serenity, and I was deeply 
affected. 

I never once talked to my mom about her prayer life. I 
was only 1 7 when she died. As traumatic as it was for me, 
I wonder if it weren't a rather easy transition for her. Af- 
ter all, she seemed to live with one foot in heaven. 

-Charles Ferrell 



The "M" word 



During a science lesson, a second-grade teacher demon- 
strated how a magnet can pick up metal objexts uch as 
nails and screws. 

Afterward, she said, >My name begins with the letter 
'm.' I pick up things with my power. What am I?" 

A boy quickly answered, "You're a mother!" 
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Birthday 



1 Art Meints 
4 Barb VanderLugt 
6 RenaDeHaan 
10 SueannNowak 
16 Artie Meints 

Jeremy Smit 

Lauren Smit 
19 Courtney Bosch 

22 Linda French 

23 Evelyn Izenbaard 
Megan Nowak 
Evan Triemstra 

26 Kay Triemstra 
28 Lauri Meier 
31 Kdli Terpstra 
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5/29/76 Rich & Esther Post 
5/28/85 Bob& Thea McNeilage 
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The Communicator is published 
by and for the members and 
friends of Comstock CRC. 



Editor: Lisa Bosch 
Library: Thea McNeilage 



The June issue will come out on 
June 6. All articles should be sub- 
•^J^- mitted by June I. 
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5/9 

5/16 

5/23 

5/30 



NURSERY 

AM 
Mark & Kim Terpstra 
Mike & Karen Tiesman 
Todd & Karen Triemstra 
Don & Barb VanderLugt 
Becky Smith & Katelynn DeBruyn 



OFFERINGS 



AM 



Comstock Ministries/Chr. Ed. 
Comstock Ministries/Chr. Ed. 
Comstock Ministries/Benevolent 
Comstock Ministries/Chr. Ed. 
Comstock Ministries/Chr. Ed. 



PM 
Leah Brower 
Joanne Smit 
Chris Selles 
Allison Bosch 
Ronda Slager 



PM 
Luke's Society 
Missions 

Christian Education 
Samaritan's Purse 
Embrace AIDS 



ACCOMPANISTS 



AM 
Barb Hassing 
Kay Triemstra 
Marty Schuiteboer 
Kay Triemstra 
Marty Schuiteboer 

LIBRARIANS 

5/2 Karen Tiesman 5/9 

5/16 Grace Slager 5/23 

5/30 Mardell Terpstra 



PM 
Joy Koning 
Ruth Wiersma 
Barb Hassing 
Linda French 
Larry Boekeloo 



Grace Slager 
Mardell Terpstra 



WELCOME CENTER 

5/2 Mike & Karen Tiesman 
5/9 Dwain & Becky Cramer 
5/ 1 6 Todd & Karen Triemstra 
5/23 Dave & Judy Joling 
5/30 Rod & Henrietta Linders 

COFFEE SERVER 

MaryLee Gosnell 

USHERS 

AM: Katelynn DeBruyn & James Karsten 
PM: Molly Selles 

GREETERS 

AM - Bob & Thea McNeilage 
PM - John & Betty Schaap 



SONG SERVICE LEADERS 



5/2 

5/16 

5/30 



Rod Linders 
Rich Post 
Scott Brower 



5/9 
5/23 



Dean Denton 
Molly Selles 



TECH TEAM 

5/2 & 23 Scott & Seth Brower 
5/9 & 30 Jim & Tina Slager 
5/ 1 6 Mark & Matt Terpstra 
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6:30 The Pulse 


15 

Armed Forces Day 


22 

2-4 Hannah Slager 

shower 
YPS fun night 


29 

1-4 Graduation open 

house for Courtney 

Bosch 
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National Day 
of Prayer 


13 

Ascension Day 
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7:00 Classis Safe 

Church Training 


19 

7:00 Vision Team 


26 

8:30 Fellowship 
Breakfast at Theo & 
Stacy's restaurant 
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7:00 Women's Tea 
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7:00 Council 
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Memorial Day 
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Mother's Day 


16 

6:15 YPS -Courtney 
provides supper 




o 
m 



12 



